SMOKE FREE
POLICY 2016

Rationale:




Smoking and passive smoking is dangerous to the health of employees, students and parents.
To ensure there is no smoking on school grounds and near school entrances, as per legislation.
Our school recognises the importance of a healthy lifestyle and the health implications that
smoking and passive smoking can cause to an individual.
Aims:
 To ensure that all teachers, parents and students are made aware of the dangers of smoking.
 To ensure that a fair and reasonable process for responding to incidents of smoking is developed,
understood and consistently followed.
Implementation:
 Smoking is banned within four metres of an entrance to all primary schools in Victoria, and
within the school grounds, under an amendment to the Tobacco Act 1987 made in April 2015.
 The Occupational Health and Safety Act 1985, requires employers to provide a safe work place,
and as far as practical, without risks to health. Furthermore to the smoking ban, smoking is not
permitted at any school related activity or function (including camps and excursions), by
students, staff, parents or visitors. Failure to comply with the Act is an offence.
 In addition, staff members are not permitted to smoke outside of the school property within the
view of students.
 The health risks associated with smoking will form part of the Health and Physical Education
curriculum for all students. Informed choices about smoking will feature amongst the harm
minimisation strategies employed in the school’s Drug Education program.
 It is recommended that Grade 5/6 students utilise the curriculum resources DET ‘Smoke Free
Schools’ and Quit ‘Critics Choice’.
 No Smoking signs will be erected at the entrances to the school and prominent places within the
school.
 The smoking ban also applies to e-cigarettes.
 Our Smoke Free policy will be communicated to the community via the school newsletter,
website and during the enrolment process.
 Disciplinary measures will accompany any incidents of smoking at the Principal’s discretion.
Evaluation:
 This policy will be reviewed as part of the school’s three year review cycle, or as required.
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