ANAPHYLAXIS
MANAGEMENT
POLICY 2014

Rationale:
Anaphylaxis is a severe and sudden allergic reaction when a person is exposed to an allergen. The
most common allergens in children are eggs, peanuts, tree nuts (e.g.cashews), cow's milk, fish and
shellfish, wheat, soy, certain insect stings and medications.
 Anaphylaxis is a serious health issue for a percentage of the population and the Department of
Education and Early Childhood Development (DEECD) recognises that the key to preventing an
anaphylactic reaction by a student is knowledge, awareness and planning.
 It is a legislative requirement that schools have a current Anaphylaxis Management Policy, to be
read in conjunction with the First Aid Policy and Emergency Management Procedures.


Aims:
 To identify students at risk of an anaphylactic reaction and minimise the risk.
 To have procedure in place to effectively deal with an anaphylactic reaction.










Implementation:
The Principal (or nominee) will complete an annual Anaphylaxis Risk Management Checklist if it
has a student with the risk of an anaphylactic reaction. – See Appendix 1.
The school will purchase of a backup adrenaline auto-injector as part of the school first aid kit.
The development of a Communication Plan to raise staff, student and school community awareness
about severe allergies and the school’s Anaphylaxis Management Policy.
Regular training and updates for school staff in recognising and responding appropriately to an
anaphylactic reaction, including competently administering an EpiPen/Anapen. Training by St Johns
Ambulance (or other approved provider) every 3 years and updates twice yearly.
Identified students will have an individual Anaphylaxis Management Plan.
When students have an anaphylactic reaction, schools must follow the EPS Anaphylaxis
Management Procedures and DEECD guidelines. – See Appendix 2 & 3.
Evaluation:
This policy will be reviewed as part of the school’s three-year review cycle, or when updated
information is presented.

Appendix:
1. Anaphylaxis Risk Management Checklist.
2. EPS Anaphylaxis Management Procedures 2014.
3. DEECD School Policy and Advisory Guide – Anaphylaxis.
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